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its subscribers. He was to regain absolute rights over his books three months after their first publication—this was an invariable stipulation in all Balzac's treaties—and was to give up fifty francs out of the two hundred and fifty considered due to him for each " feuille " of fifteen pages, to reimburse Buloz for the number of times the proofs had to be reprinted.* On these terms he agreed to finish " Le Pere Goriot," as well as " Seraphita," and to write the " M&noires d'une Jeune Mariee," with the understanding that a separate contract was to be made for each of his contributions, and that he was free to write for other periodicals.
Almost at once difficulties began, difficulties which are inevitable when a genius of the stamp of Balzac is bound by an unfortunate agreement to provide a specified quantity of copy at stated intervals. Balzac could not write to order. " Seraphita," planned to please Madame Hanska, was intended to be a masterpiece such as the world had never seen. From Balzac's letters there is no doubt that he was conscientiously anxious to finish it, only, as he remarks, " I have perhaps presumed too much on my strength in thinking that I could do so many things in so
* The account of the lawsuit between Balzac and the Revue de Paris is taken from his " Historique du Proces auquel a donne lieu ' Le Lys dans la Vallee/ " which formed the second preface of the first edition of ffLe Lys dans la Vallee" and is contained in vol. xxii. of the Edition Definitive of Balzac's works ; and from cc H. de Balzac et' La Revue de Paris/ " which is the Review's account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
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